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Abstract: The traditional courtyard (hawsh) was a fundamental element in Kuwaiti and Arab architecture, providing
social, climatic, and privacy benefits. However, rapid urbanization, economic factors, and social changes led to its
disappearance from contemporary homes. This paper explores the reasons behind this shift, comparing Kuwait’s
experience with other Gulf nations. The study highlights urban planning policies, rising land costs, and evolving
lifestyles as key factors. It also discusses the potential revival of the courtyard in modern architecture through
sustainable design, energy efficiency, and enhanced privacy. Lessons from regional and global case studies suggest
that integrating courtyards into contemporary housing can promote cultural identity, environmental sustainability,
and social cohesion.
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